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Chapter 2 - Airfield Inventory

2.0 Introduction

The initial step in the preparation of Nantucket Memorial Airport’s (ACK’s) Master Plan is the collection
of current information, including relevant information from the previous Airport Master Plan® and other
studies. This chapter details the existing conditions at ACK. The Airport’s existing facilities are comprised
of airside facilities (runways, taxiways, aircraft parking aprons, NAVAIDS), and landside facilities
(passenger terminal, auto parking lot, Fixed Based Operator (FBO), Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting
(ARFF), the Air Traffic Control Tower, hangars, and fuel farm). In addition, local airspace, FAA design
criteria, land use, zoning and environmental issues are discussed within this chapter. A detailed analysis
of existing facilities, both airside and landside, serves as the basis for future planning recommendations.

2.1 Background

Located on the Island of Nantucket, ACK is the second busiest airport in Massachusetts, after Logan
International Airport, during the months of July and August® as it is a popular destination for seasonal
tourist traffic. The airport is owned by the Town of Nantucket and operated by the Nantucket Memorial
Airport Commission. The Commission is an appointed agency under the Nantucket Board of Selectmen
and operates the airport under its independent self-sustaining Enterprise Fund. The Commission has
undertaken this Airport Master Plan Update to assess the current and future aviation safety and
operational needs for improving the airport’s landside and airside facilities.

ACK is classified within the National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) as a “Primary” airport. A
“Primary” airport is defined as a public use airport that receives scheduled airline passenger service,
enplaning 10,000 or more passengers per year. ACK is a public use facility (i.e. does not require prior
permission to take off or land) with over 170,000 enplanements.

Due to the Island’s popularity as a summer resort destination, the airport experiences significant
seasonal changes in the fleet of visiting aircraft. In discussions with the airport operations staff, the
GA/corporate jet fleet utilizing ACK has evolved to larger, wider-wingspan corporate jets that occupy
larger areas of ramp space. During peak summer weekends, especially during the Airport’s busiest
months of July and August, there is limited ramp space available, leading to narrow taxilanes and
limited maneuvering areas for aircraft.

In addition, there have also been significant changes in the aviation industry, both nationally and
regionally. The data pertinent to these changes is discussed in the following sections.

1
Nantucket Airport Master Plan - 1999
2
Town of Nantucket. (2013) Nantucket Facts. Retrieved from http://www.nantucket-ma.gov/Pages/NantucketMA_Visitor/nantucketfacts.pdf
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